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- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
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Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 
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Continued Examination 

A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set forth in 
37 CFR 1 .17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this application is 
eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.1 14, and the fee set forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e) 
has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action has been withdrawn pursuant to 
37 CFR 1.1 14. Applicant's submission filed on 3/31/2009 has been entered. 

Claim Status 

Claims 28, and 30-63 are pending. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 28, 30-37, 40-49 and 52-61 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Dono et al (US 7,089,593) in view of Pelon (US 2004/0073567). 
Regarding claim 28, 40 and 52, Dono discloses: 

detecting a connection of a portable storage device (PSD) to a computing device 
[Dono, Fig 3, step 302 couple storage device, col 6, lines 15-25] 
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upon detecting the connection of the PSD, scanning the PSD for an indication of an existing user 
profile containing data files, application settings, 

[Dono, col 6, lines 40-50, user authorization is checked/verified by inspecting the authorization 
code that was stored on the portable storage device 142 in step 304, data files = applications 
resident on the portable storage device, application settings = application settings are changed in 
accordance with the user's preferences] 

wherein the user environment settings include one or more of a user's desktop configuration, a 
start menu configuration, or an application toolbar configuration 

[Dono, col 4, lines 15-30, personalization settings, selection and placement of icons, spell 
checker turned on or off, color scheme, font size, desktop pattern and screen saver, preferred 
directories, address books, bookmarks] 

Dono discloses the elements of the claimed invention as noted above but does not disclose in 
response to detecting that no existing user profile is found on the PSD, automatically launching a 
user profile connection wizard that enables the user to create a user profile on the PSD. Pelon 
discloses in response to detecting that no existing user profile is found on the PSD, automatically 
launching a user profile connection wizard that enables the user to create a user profile on the 
PSD [Pelon, paragraph 97, Fig 3, START step 301, user is presented with three options, 
paragraph 98, user may customize database structure]. It would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify Dono to include in response 
to detecting that no existing user profile is found on the PSD, automatically launching a user 
profile connection wizard that enables the user to create a user profile on the PSD as taught by 
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Pelon for the purpose of guiding the user through each step of the task or entering data on the 
portable storage device. 

The combination of Dono and Pelon discloses receiving input from the user profile configuration 
wizard from the user selecting which content data will be synchronized between the PSD and the 
computing device [Pelon, paragraph 100, synchronization of the portable computer with the 
master computer] 

The combination of Dono and Pelon discloses storing the selected content on the PSD is 
association with a new user profile [Pelon, paragraph 2 1 , a copy of the master data file is stored 
in the portable computer and is synchronized with the master data file periodically or when a 
user initiates a synchronization action] 

The combination of Dono and Pelon discloses in response to the user input, synchronizing the 
selected content data between the PSD and the computing device [Pelon, paragraph 21, a copy of 
the master data file is stored in the portable computer and is synchronized with the master data 
file periodically or when a user initiates a synchronization action] 

Regarding claim 30, 42, 54, the combination of Dono and Pelon discloses wherein the content 
data comprises a plurality of different types of data [Dono, col 4, lines 5-10] 
Regarding claim 31, 43, 55, the combination of Dono and Pelon discloses wherein the plurality 
of different types of data include one or more contacts, multimedia files, calendar data, and 
documents [Dono, col 4, lines 5-10] 

Regarding claim 32, 44, 56, the combination of Dono and Pelon discloses wherein for each of 
the plurality of types of data, the user may select all, some, or none of the data [Dono, col 6, lines 
20-35] 
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Regarding claim 33, 41, 45, 53, 57, the combination of Dono and Pelon discloses the step of 
synchronizing the selected content data with data on a later-connected PSD [Pelon, paragraph 
100] 

Regarding claim 34, 46, 58, the combination of Dono and Pelon discloses wherein the content 
data comprises user settings [Dono, Fig 4, step 408] 

Regarding claim 35, 47, 59, the combination of Dono and Pelon discloses prompting the user to 
select for synchronization all, some or none of the user settings [Pelon, Fig 4, paragraph 102] 
Regarding claim 36, 48, the combination of Dono and Pelon discloses displaying, if the user 
chooses some of the user settings for synchronization, a list of user settings to the user [Pelon, 
paragraph 102, Fig 4] 

Regarding claim 37, 49, 61, the combination of Dono and Pelon discloses the elements of the 
claimed invention as noted above but does not disclose wherein each item in the list of user 
settings is accompanied by a checkbox that, if check, selects the item for synchronization. It 
would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to 
modify the above combination of references to include wherein each item in the list of user 
settings is accompanied by a checkbox that, if check, selects the item for synchronization for the 
purpose of providing a quick and easy means for the user to make a selection of a desired action. 

Claims 38, 39, 50, 51, 62, 63, are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over the combination of Dono and Pelon and further in view of Horvitz (US 2003/0154282). 

Regarding claim 38, 50, 62, the combination of Dono and Pelon discloses the elements of 
the claimed invention as noted above but does not disclose determining whether there is 
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sufficient memory available on the PSD to store a user profile. Horvitz discloses determining 
whether there is sufficient memory available on the PSD to store a user profile [claim 41]. It 
would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to 
modify the above combination of references to include determining whether there is sufficient 
memory available on the PSD to store a user profile as taught by Horvitz for the purpose of 
determining whether to change the storage capacity [claim 41]. 

Regarding claim 39, the combination of Dono, Pelon and Horvitz discloses wherein if there is 
sufficient memory available on the PSD to store a user profile, selecting a portion of memory on 
the PSD for storing the user profile and formatting the portion of memory for use as a user 
profile [Dono, Fig 3] 

Regarding claim 51, 63, the combination of Dono, Pelon and Horvitz discloses the elements of 
the claimed invention as noted above but does not disclose wherein if there is not sufficient 
memory available on the PSD to store a user profile, offering to free up storage space on the PSD 
by deleting files stored on the PSD selecting a portion of memory on the PSD for storing the user 
profile and formatting the portion of memory for use as a user profile. It would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify the above 
combination of references to include wherein if there is not sufficient memory available on the 
PSD to store a user profile, offering to free up storage space on the PSD by deleting files stored 
on the PSD selecting a portion of memory on the PSD for storing the user profile and formatting 
the portion of memory for use as a user profile for the purpose of conserving resources by 
making the best utilization of the present memory. 
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Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments filed 3/31/2009 have been fully considered but they are moot 
based on above new grounds of rejection. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Etienne P. LeRoux whose telephone number is (571) 272-4022. 
The examiner can normally be reached on 8:00 am - 4:30 pm, Monday through Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Apu Mofiz can be reached on (571) 272-4080. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Etienne P LeRoux/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 2161 



4/23/2009 



